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and a large percentage of these were from Latin America.
Such an enormous migration has been studied from many
different angles: demographic, economic, humanitarian,
political, social, etc. This volume, based on interviews with
some 350 migrants, examines the religious dimensions of
recent migration from Mexico and Central America. While
this migration is often economically motivated (there is no
longer a viable future in one’s native country), migrants
often rely on spiritual resources before making the decision
to emigrate.
In fact, the migrant journey frequently includes multiple religious practices: visits to pilgrimage shrines at home
and en route, reliance on the aid of religious institutions
such as casas de migrante on both sides of the border, reciting prayers and carrying devotional objects, fulﬁlling promesas after a safe arrival, etc. Simultaneously, many religious
leaders have become migration counselors, as well as advocates for, and guardians of, the dignity and rights of
migrants; in addition, churches often serve as stations on
an underground railroad. The migrants’ “undocumented
journey” is difﬁcult at best and often dangerous—both from
human predators and natural obstacles—so that migrants
frequently seek divine aid as well as human help to escape
from death or apprehension and deportation. On the whole,
in spite of an awkward use of ecclesiastical and theological
terminology, this book is a very readable account of the
multiple religious dimensions of the “migration miracle”

that has become a “rite of passage” for many young adults in
Latin America.
John T. Ford
The Catholic University of America

“THIS LAND WAS MEXICAN ONCE”: HISTORIES
OF RESISTANCE FROM NORTHERN CALIFORNIA.
By Linda Heidenreich. Chicana Matters Series. Austin: University of Texas Press, 2007. Pp. xiv + 255. Cloth, $50.00,
paper, $19.95.
As indicated by the subtitle, the setting for these histories is Northern California—particularly the areas of Napa
and Sonoma. The time frame begins with the prehistoric
indigenous cultures, meanders through Spanish-Mexican
colonization, and concludes with the American occupation
and its immediate aftermath. The guiding theme is the interaction of cultures, especially the domination of the indigenous ﬁrst by the Spanish, then by the Mexicans, and ﬁnally
by the Americans—who also managed to dominate both
Chinese immigrants and African Americans. Many EuroAmericans considered dominance their privilege, indeed
their right, bestowed by “Manifest Destiny.” Although there
were some instances of indigenous, Mexican, and African
American resistance, for the most part, protest seems to
have been sporadic and ineffectual. Although this book is
very well documented with extensive notes, on the whole,
the actual number of “histories of resistance” is few; also, the
author unfortunately succumbed to the temptation of repetitious commentary on the same events. In addition, the
author’s attempt to recapture participants’ feelings in events
long past sometimes results in conjectural interpretations.
In sum, although there is ample reason for a critical history
of the American usurpation of land—not only in California,
but also in other areas of the US Southwest—that “was
Mexican once,” one must regrettably agree with the author
that “On one level, this is a failed project.”
John T. Ford
The Catholic University of America

